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OUR Patients.

OUR Families.

OUR Staff.

OUR Mission.

FROM THE DESK OF THE  
Executive Director

COME CELEBRATE WITH US

It was 30 years ago that a remarkable group of Lansing 
area residents launched Mid-Michigan’s first hospice 
program and named it Hospice of Lansing. They were 

inspired by the amazing care and comfort being given to 
dying patients by Dr. Cicely Saunders in England. During 
three decades our hospice team has provided efficient and 
loving care to thousands of patients and families at home 
and in eldercare facilities. Wonderful care is also provided at 
Hospice of Lansing’s Stoneleigh Residence in South Lansing. 
After patients have died, families are offered expert and 
compassionate bereavement support for 13 months and 
longer, if necessary.

Twenty-five years ago a nurse, an ambulance company owner, a pastor, a realtor 
and others created Ionia Area Hospice, Mid-Michigan’s first rural hospice. They were 
inspired simply by what needed to be done for the dying in their communities. They 
had no money, only great hearts and unlimited energy. For 10 years their hospice 
team served their communities admirably. They chose to partner with Hospice of 
Lansing in 1993 allowing them to continue providing the best care possible. 

This fall we will celebrate the anniversaries of 
both hospices, and you are invited. On Friday, 
October 30  at 6:30 p.m.  friends of Hospice of 
Lansing will gather at MSU’s Spartan Club in the 
Spartan Stadium Tower for a salute to the past 30 
years. We will also celebrate the glorious 1979 
Spartan men’s basketball national championship 
team.

On Thursday, November 5  at 6 p.m.  friends 
of Ionia Area Hospice will gather at Ionia’s Royal 

Lars Egede-Nissen,  
Executive Director of HOL/IAH

continued on page 2

You matter because 

you are you, and you matter to 

the end of your life. We will do 

all we can not only to help you 

die peacefully, but also to live 

until you die.

  — Dame Cicely Saunders  
(1918-2005)  

Mother of Hospice



CAMP FORGET ME NOT

O n June 5 and 6, staff members and volunteers from Hospice of Lansing 
and Ionia Area Hospice joined Sparrow Hospice Services, the McLaren 
Visiting Nurse and Hospice, and Ele’s Place for the third year in a row to 

host Camp Forget Me Not, a camp for grieving children. The camp was held at the 
beautiful YMCA Camp Storer, just east of Jackson. In addition to participating in 
many fun activities, children learned how to cope with grief and communicate their 
feelings. The event was as enjoyable as it was enriching. 

As part of a grant from 
the National Hospice 
and Palliative Care 

Association, Hospice of 
Lansing is now a pilot program 
to support and care for 
homeless veterans. The grant, 
administered through the 
Michigan Veterans Partnership, 
provides funds to help 

Hospice of Lansing, local homeless shelters, and other 
community organizations identify homeless veterans 
who need hospice care. 

Veterans make up one in four homeless people in the U.S. 
According to 2007 estimates, Michigan has the highest 
number of homeless veterans in the country. Many dying 
homeless veterans often have complicated symptoms, 
multiple illnesses and poor pain management. Hospice 
can help these individuals die in comfort. 

The grant is a wonderful opportunity for Hospice of 
Lansing to collaborate with local homeless organizations 
and the Veteran’s Administration to reach this vulnerable 
population. The project goes to the core of Hospice of 
Lansing’s founding principles – to serve everyone who 
needs hospice care, despite their ability to pay.
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Medical CORNER: MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
by Cynthia Boynton, M.D.

— Lars Egede-Nissen

COME CELEBRATE
continued from page 1

Heritage Conference Center for 
a tribute to the extraordinary 
people who have provided 
hospice care in the Ionia area. 
A special surprise will make this 
evening unforgettable.

Please join us to help celebrate 
our history and look forward to 
our bright future. Tickets for the 
Hospice of Lansing celebration 
are $30 and tickets for the Ionia 
Area Hospice celebration are 
$25.  Please contact Gail Kosel 
at (517) 882-4500 for more 
information or to reserve your 
tickets.



Remembering NANCY

O n Monday, July 6 we celebrated the life of Nancy Evans by 
dedicating a memorial garden in her honor at Stoneleigh 
Residence. Those who knew Nancy as a star volunteer at 

Stoneleigh speak of her with a smile from ear to ear. The event was 
attended by Nancy’s husband, Jim Evans, their children and several 
other friends and family members. The garden was made possible by 
the generous donations given in Nancy’s memory.

Mr. James (Jay) Salliotte recently 
joined Hospice of Lansing 
and Ionia Area Hospice as 

the Director of Development. 

“Hospice of Lansing and 
Ionia Area Hospice are 
grateful for the ongoing 
support of our donors,” 
commented Executive 
Director Lars Egede-Nissen. 
“As the demand for hospice 
services continue to increase 
in this area, we want to 
continue to provide the very 
best end-of-life care to every patient 
and family. We have always relied on 
our donors to help us serve families 
facing financial hardship and other 
needs. Hiring Jay Salliotte is an 
important step for our organization as 
we grow and meet new challenges.” 

In addition to professional fund 
development positions in university 
settings for the University of Toledo, 
and most recently the University 
of Michigan, Salliotte is dedicated 
to improving his craft through 
professional development conferences 
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HOL/IAH 
Wish List 

Little Wishes

$100 Bed alarm for home care  
patients (five needed)

$200 Portable GPS navigation  
system for a home care  
nurse or aid (helping us  
save gas and not get lost)

$300 Provide 50 arthritis- 
friendly, medication/ 
pill organizers for home  
care patients

$450 Geri-Chair for the  
Stoneleigh Residence  
(two needed)

Big Wishes   
(will require a five figure gift) 

•  Sprinkler system for the  
grounds at Stoneleigh  
Residence

•  Refurbishing the Vera Hile  
Meditation Room

•  New carpet at the Stoneleigh  
Residence

If you are interested, please 
contact Jay Salliotte, Director of 
Development, (517) 882-4500 x31

HOSPICE WELCOMES

Development Director TO TEAM

and coursework as well as maintaining 
membership in the Association for 
Fundraising Professionals. Even 
in his community service activities 

Salliotte contributes his 
knowledge and skills in 
fund development – his 
homeowners association, 
community choir and 
church community all have 
benefited from his skills.

To enhance an already 
promising career in fund 
development, Salliotte 

recently completed a Master’s degree 
in Integrative Management with the 
Broad School Weekend MBA program 
at Michigan State University. His 
undergraduate studies were completed 
at the University of Michigan in 
Organizational Studies. 

Salliotte and his wife, Dr. Monika 
Mohan, moved to the area in 2007 
marking a homecoming for Mohan, 
who grew up in Okemos. The couple 
enjoys outings to Potter Park Zoo and 
walking the beautiful MSU campus 
with their daughter, Maya.



ONLINE Donations
We have made donating to Hospice of Lansing, Stoneleigh Residence 

and Ionia Area Hospice even easier!

Save yourself the time it takes to write a check and attach a stamp by visiting 
us at www.hospiceoflansing.org  or www.ioniaareahospice.org  to make a 
donation. Please visit our Web site and make a secured donation today!

MAILING List
Please call (877) 882-4500 or e-mail gkosel@hospiceoflansing.org  if 

you wish to be removed from this mailing list or if you want to receive 
this newsletter electronically. Please be assured we do not sell or share our 
list with other organizations or businesses.
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